
SKATE PARKS 
Where to put skate parks: 

 locate skate parks close to town centres,  busy roads and streets for passive 
surveillance, to deter antisocial behaviour 

 where adjoining land owners will not be adversely affected by noise in conjunction 
with other climatic factors such as prevailing wind direction 

 locate skate parks close to swings or other facilities to encourage others to occupy 
the space in different ways  

 locate skate parks so that the park can be viewed, e.g. by from informal seating 
areas or swings that face the skate park 

 

Ensure access and usability by: 

 incorporating local skateboarders and children and young people into the design 
process to ensure a positive outcome and usable space 

 engaging pro-riders and or expert skate park designers in the design process 
 use forms of engagement that focus on children and young people, such as the 

internet and in particular the social networking sites ‘Facebook’ and ‘Twitter’ 
 allowing for site furniture that can also be skated on, e.g. durable seating, and 

handrails 
 ensuring the park offers a range of elements that provide for different ability levels 
 designing to mitigate conflicts between different users (e.g. skateboarders, BMX 

riders and scooter riders), and different ability levels  
 offering shade and drinking fountains to ensure the wellbeing of skate park users 
 ensuring park elements such as bowls can easily drain 
 co-locating (clustering) skate parks with toilets, basketball courts, seating and other 

site furniture to maximise use and encourage positive behaviour by park users and 
spectators 

 

Ensure safety and visibility by: 

 using lighting to extend the hours of use and deter antisocial behaviour 
 placing skate parks away from sources of debris, e.g.  trees, planting areas and 

loose aggregates, as these can compromise the safety of users 
 

Ensure good aesthetics and the right materials by: 

 engaging a reputable or experienced contractor to carry out the construction of the 
skate park. Final surface finishes are crucial to the function of skate parks 

 using durable materials, applying graffiti protection and using standardised 
components in skate parks to reduce maintenance costs 

 ensuring the materials used are appropriate for the location of the skate park,  e.g. 
marine grade stainless steel components in coastal environments 

 using enclosed and reinforced fittings to mitigate theft 
 design for all surfaces of the skate park, as well as surrounding park assets, to be 

skated on 
 

Ensure easy maintenance by: 



 selecting components, surface materials and finishes that can be serviced and 
maintained by New Zealand based contractors 

 designing and constructing skate parks with a minimum serviceable life of 25 years 

Good practice examples 

Lucy Moore Memorial Park, Warkworth 

This skate facility is of reasonable scale for its 
community, and uses off-the-shelf components for 
cost efficiency. 

 
Owairaka Park, Mt. Albert 

Different elements that cater for all users and 
ability levels can ensure maximum use of the park. 

 

Victoria Park, Auckland Central 
Skate boarderss, BMX riders and scooter riders 
should be considered when designing. 

 

Hayman Park, Manukau 

Seating is incorporated into the skate park for 
friends and spectators. 

 



Victoria Park, Auckland Central 

Constant traffic on adjacent Beaumont Street 
ensures passive surveillance of the skate park. 

 

Owairaka Park, Mt. Albert 

Consultation with pro-skaters and expert park 
designers can contribute to a park’s overall 
success. 

 

 

 


